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Provincial Designation::
Prohibited Noxious :

Queen Anne’s lace

Daucus carota (L) ssp. carota (aka wild carrot)

Overview:

Queen Anne’s Lace is a biennial or short-
lived perennial herb of the parsley family
which produces a rosette of leaves in the
first year of growth and in the second year
dies after flowering and setting seed.? Queen
Anne’s Lace reproduces by seed only and
the flowers are self-fertile, but can also be
pollinated by insects. Native to western Asia
and Europe, Queen Anne's Lace is some-
times believed to be the wild ancestor of the
domesticated carrot, however both wild and
domesticated carrots co-existed more than
5000 years ago.* Queen Anne's Lace infes-
tations growing near domesticated carrot
grown for seed can hybridize with the crop
and ruin the seed.?

Seed germination can occur anytime
throughout the growing season when suffi-
cientmoisture is present. Queen Anne's Lace
develops a whitish, cylindrical taproot which
is tough and bitter tasting, but with a carrot
odour. Flowering occurs July to September.
When seeds ripen the umbels contract into
the shape of a nest, the seeds falling gradu-

Chris Evans, lllinois Wildlife Action Plan, Bugwood.org

ally as weathering occurs.®

Flowers are borne in large umbels (upside-
down umbrellas) which have one or a few
purplish florets in the center. Two anecdotal
reasons for the common name of Queen
Anne’s Lace are; the purple floret is the
Queen and the white florets make up her
collar, or Queen Anne of England pricked her
finger while stitching lace and stained the
florets with her blood.®

Queen Anne’s Lace can be confused with
wild caraway, another non-native, invasive
plant which produces white flowers in um-
bels. Queen Anne’s Lace seeds do not have
the odour of caraway when crushed, and
wild caraway stems and foliage are smooth
and hairless, and the umbels lack bracts.!

Habitat:

Queen Anne’s Lace grows in gravelly or san-
dy soilsin full sun but can also grow in harder
clay soils. It does best with some regular
precipitation or irrigation. Growth and seed
production both decrease with increased
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Identification:

Stems: Are erect, have few branches, and
grow to 1 m tall. Stems can be smooth' or
covered with stiff, white hairs.®

Leaves: Are pinnately compound, covered
with coarse, firm hairs, the segments linear
to oval, and margins deeply toothed (carrot-
like).! Lower leaves are stalked, the upper
leaves sessile.®

Flowers: White flowers are borne in flat-
topped umbels on hairy peduncles (stems) up
to 30 cm long. The petals of the central flow-
er are often purple-red. Umbels generally
measure 5 to 10 cm in diameter. The umbels
are surrounded at the base by long bracts.?
Seeds are oval, 2-3 mm long,' and one side
covered with bristly ridges.3

Prevention:

Queen Anne’'s Lace is often a weed of
crops, pasture, and hayfields. Infested hay-
fields will experience a spurt of wild carrot
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Qlleell Anne,S laCC (Continued)

growth after a first cut - any second cut will contain a
high degree of mature weed and be a pathway of seed
dispersal.® The spiny seeds can attach themselves to
animal hair and aid in seed dispersal. Maintaining vig-
orous, desirable plant cover can exclude Queen Anne’s
Lace through competition for light and resources. As
with any biennial, control is best done in the first year
of growth.

Control:

Grazing: There have been reports from Europe that
Queen Anne's Lace can be mildly toxic to livestock. An-
imals generally avoid it but Queen Anne’s Lace in baled
forage is a potential problem. Ingestion of large quan-
tities can irritate the digestive tract.® /nvasive plants
should never be considered as forage.

Mechanical: Both mowing and cultivation can pre-
vent seed production and help deplete the seed bank.
Frequent cultivation (several times per season) encour-
ages seed germination and then destroys the seedlings
before flowering. Mowing before flowering can pre-
vent seed production.® Hand pulling in loose soils would
be effective for small infestations before flowering.

Chemical: Acetic acid, Chlorsulfuron, Dichlorprop
(in product combination with 2,4-D), Dicamba, Glypho-
sate, Hexazinone, Imazapyr, MCPA, and picloram (in
product combination with 2,4-D) are registered for use
on wild carrot or Queen Anne's Lace. Always check
product labels to ensure the herbicide is registered for
use on the target plant in Canada by the Pest Manage-
ment Regulatory Agency. Always read and follow label
directions. Consult your local Agricultural Fieldman or
Certified Pesticide Dispenser for more information.

Biological: None researched to date.
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Mature Seedhead
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