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Phragmites (Continued)

brown to purplish and composed of many branches. 
The several-flowered spikelets are 10-18 mm long, with 
the axis of the spikelet exceeding the florets. The first 
glume 2.5-5 mm long, the second glume 5-7 mm long, 
and the lemmas are thin, 3-veined ending in 
slender teeth, and densely soft-hairy. The middle 
tooth extends into a straight awn.1 Seeds are brown, 
thin and delicate with a narrow bristle attached. The 
seed and bristle together are about 8 mm long.2

Prevention: 
Learn to recognize phragmites and report new infesta-
tions. New infestations can start from rhizome pieces, 
so any soil from area with phragmites is suspect.

Control:
Integrated control by some countries has proven to be 
very effective. In Egypt a regime of two herbicide appli-
cations followed by burning, then followed by ploughing 
combined with removal of rhizomes, and then followed 
by flooding gave near complete control of phragmites.1

Grazing: In some countries phragmites has been used 
as feed and bedding for cattle.2 On site grazing in the 
soft, wet ground would cause more environmental 
harm.  Invasive plants should never be considered as 
forage.

Mechanical: Cutting to within 15 cm of the soil sur-
face has produced variable results, but is considered 
the least damaging to the environment.1 In Russia, 
autumn ploughing to 25cm deep followed by replough-
ing in spring proved effective in rice crops. The frag-
mented rhizomes die under a layer of water.1 In Dutch 
reed stands burning retarded growth but plants nearly 
completely recovered.1 

Chemical: Glyphosate and Imazapyr are registered 
for use on phragmites.  Herbicide applications near 
water bodies require specific applicator certification 
and permits from Alberta Environment.  Always check 
product labels to ensure the herbicide is registered for 
use on the target plant in Canada by the Pest Manage-
ment Regulatory Agency. Consult your local Agricultur-
al Fieldman or Certified Pesticide Dispenser for more 
information.

Biological: Phragmites has few natural enemies and 
none have been thoroughly evaluated for host specific-
ity.1
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