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Seed capsules are 1.5-3.5 cm long and up to 1.5 cm 
wide and contain up to 16 seeds which are 4-7 mm long 
and 2-4 mm wide. Seeds require cold stratification be-
fore germination.

Prevention: 
Initial spread is mainly from ornamental plantings – do 
not purchase or grow Himalayan balsam. Seed can be 
spread by movement of riparian soil and in the sediment 
from the bottoms of water courses of infested areas. 
Remedy soil disturbance in suitable habitats. Any con-
trol work on infested stands must be done before flow-
ering.

Control:
Grazing: Sheep and cattle have been known to graze 
the plant in Britain without ill effects. Invasive plants 
should never be considered as forage.

Cultivation: Likely very effective but cultivation is not 
practical in riparian habitats.

Mechanical: Mowing can be very effective but may 
need to be repeated as cut plants can grow new flow-
ering branches, and would be difficult in riparian areas. 
Himalayan balsam plants are easily hand pulled due to 
the shallow root system. Plant debris should be inciner-
ated or bagged and sent to the landfill.

Chemical: Currently no selective herbicides are reg-
istered for use on Himalayan Balsam. The use of herbi-
cides in aquatic environments requires Alberta-specif-
ic applicator certification and permits. Always check 
product labels to ensure the herbicide is registered for 
use on the target plant in Canada by the Pest Manage-
ment Regulatory Agency. Always read and follow label 
directions. Consult your local Agricultural Fieldman or 
Certified Pesticide Dispenser for more information..

Biological:  CABI began researching natural enemies 
in 2006 and host specificity testing began 2008.6
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