


emerges in the spring. Till at least four inches deep 
every three weeks until the soil freezes for one or two 
years. Fall only cultivation should be done when the re-
growth of leafy spurge is three to six inches tall, and 
should be repeated for three years.

Mechanical: Hand-pulling and mowing is in-ef-
fective other than on small, young infestations. Wear 
gloves and wash after handling leafy spurge to avoid 
skin rashes.

Chemical:  2,4-D, Amitrole, Dicamba, Glyphosate, 
Imazapyr, MCPA and Picloram are registered for use 
on leafy spurge. Always check product labels to ensure 
the herbicide is registered for use on the target plant in 
Canada by the Pest Management Regulatory Agency. 
Always read and follow label directions.  Consult your 
local Agricultural Fieldman or Certified Pesticide Dis-
penser for more information.

Biological:  Five flea-beetles and 2 moths have been 
imported for biocontrol of leafy spurge. Flea-beetle 
larvae are root-feeders and adults consume shoot and 
leaf tips.
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