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Top threat – Invasive mussels 
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New 

locations- 

Invasive 

mussels 
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• Hitchhiker in suitcase from 

Belize

• Obtained March 5, 2023

• Surrender from Edmonton teacher at 

end of school year, raised from an 

online tadpole

• Obtained June 29, 2023
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American Bullfrog
(requires AB permit)

Central America 

Gulf Coast Toad

Live Specimen Acquisitions



Classification: Protected A

Alberta

 Aquatic Invasive Species

 Program

5



Classification: Protected A

6



Classification: Protected A

Legislation

2015

•Prohibited Species List

•Mandatory Inspection Stations

•Enhanced authority & quarantine provisions

2016
•Pull the Plug

•Mandatory reporting of AIS  

2018

• Specified Penalties -

•$324 Bypassing an OPEN Watercraft Inspection 
Station and $180 for Failing to Pull the Plug
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Prussian Carp Management Plan
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Education & Outreach
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Tank – Goldfish Mascot
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Goldfish under Ice
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Target Audience Presentation
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Monitoring

• Collaboration with 

partners 

to monitor AIS across 

Alberta

• Citizen science reports

through AIS Hotline & 

EDDMapS app
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eDNA Monitoring Project with U of A
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10 Year Anniversary
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Watercraft Inspections 
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Year # of Inspections Fouled Boat 
Interceptions

# of Stations

2013 395 1 1

2014 3,740 14 4

2015 21,449 11 9 (3 Roving)

2016 19,028 17 9 (2 Roving)

2017 30,957 19 11 (2 Roving)

2018 31,799 15 11 (2 Roving)

2019 10,819 19 8

2020 7,276 30 3

2021 7,871 22 4

2022 8,032 19 5

2023 8,780 19 5

2024 8(1 Roving)



Classification: Protected A

Watercraft Inspections 
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Watercraft Inspections 
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Known Alberta 

Aquatic 

Invasive 

Species 

Locations
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Purple Loosestrife - MD Wainwright 

2019

2022
2019

2022
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Antler Lake - Himalayan Balsam
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Confederation Park – Himalayan Balsam
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Lacombe Lake – Pale Yellow Iris
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Lake Isle - Pale Yellow Iris
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Sherwood Park - Pale Yellow Iris
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Legislature Grounds – Pale Yellow Iris
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Lake Isle: Herbicide Progress

2018

2022

2023
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Len Thompson Pond – Flowering rush
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Alberta – Invasive Phragmites
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Goldfish in Storm Ponds
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Blood Indian Reservoir – Prussian Carp
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Blood Indian Reservoir - Prussian Carp  

350,529 removed

30,055 removed

522 removed
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Blood Indian Reservoir – Prussian Carp

3 year netting efforts took place 
in 2020, 2021 and 2022.
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Rotenone training
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Collaboration is essential to tackling 

aquatic invasive species in Alberta
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Behaviors we’re still looking to 

change 
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Live Transfer
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Intentional release



Classification: Protected A

39

Lack of or Poor Clean, Drain, Dry Practices
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Failing to Pull the Plug in Transport
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Questions?
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